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Cordova	
  is	
  located	
  in	
  the	
  Eastern	
  Prince	
  
William	
  Sound

Population:	
   	
  2,200
(poluation doubles	
   in	
  
summer	
  months!)

Commercial	
   Fishing	
  
Community

Devastated	
  by	
  the	
  1989	
  
Exxon	
  Valdez	
  Oil	
  Spill	
   and	
  
1964	
  Great	
  Friday	
  
Earthquake

Tourism	
   includes:	
   	
  Sport	
  
fishing,	
   heli-­‐skiing,	
  
birdwatching





STRP	
  Home	
  Heating	
  Tank	
  Outreach	
  Goals

• To	
  keep	
  oil,	
  gasoline,	
  and	
  hazardous	
  waste	
  out	
  of	
  our	
  waterways	
  and	
  on	
  
land
• Bring	
  awareness	
  to	
  community	
  members	
  about	
  dangers	
  of	
  leaking	
  and	
  
abandoned	
  home	
  heating	
  tanks
• NVE	
  continually	
  seeks	
  to	
  promote	
  safe	
  home	
  heating	
  oil	
  tank	
  maintenance	
  
and	
  inspections	
  
• NVE	
  can	
  assistance	
  with	
  spill	
  prevention,	
  reporting,	
  response,	
  and	
  
maintenance	
  
• Home	
  owners	
  need	
  to	
  know	
  threats	
  with	
  their	
  heating	
  tank,	
  how	
  to	
  inspect	
  
their	
  tank,	
  and	
  who	
  to	
  call	
  in	
  an	
  emergency	
  or	
  with	
  questions.
• NVE	
  assists	
  with	
  reporting	
  spills	
  to	
  ADEC	
  when	
  community	
  members	
  are	
  
uncomfortable	
  to	
  do	
  so



Native	
  Village	
  of	
  Eyak's State	
  and	
  Tribal	
  
Response	
  Program	
  Timeline
2010	
  Tribal	
  Council	
  
approves	
  Oil	
  Spill	
  
Prevention	
  and	
  

Response	
  as	
  No.	
  1	
  
priority	
  for	
  action

2011	
  STRP	
  partners	
  
with	
  ADEC	
  for	
  Home	
  
Heating	
  Tank	
  Safety

2012	
  &	
  2014	
  ITEP	
  &	
  
ADEC	
  teach	
  24	
  hour	
  
spill	
  response	
  to	
  

interested	
  tribal	
  and	
  
community	
  members

2012	
  STRP	
  partners	
  
with	
  local	
  fuel	
  

distributor	
  for	
  outreach	
  
and	
  education

2012	
  STRP	
  gives	
  free	
  
home	
  heating	
  tank	
  
inspections	
  upon	
  

request

2013	
  &	
  2015	
  
Educational	
  inserts	
  sent	
  
to	
  box	
  holders	
  with	
  free	
  

oil	
  incentive	
  prize



Typical	
  home	
  heating	
  tank	
  in	
  Cordova.	
  	
  
There	
  are	
  approximately	
  1,260	
  fuel	
  tanks	
  in	
  
Cordova	
  (2010	
  census)



Did	
  you	
  know	
  that	
  fuel	
  oil	
  spills	
  in	
  residential	
  
areas	
  can
• Contaminate	
  drinking	
  water	
  wells,	
  groundwater,	
  and	
  soil
• Foul	
  septic	
  systems	
  which	
  require	
  replacement
• Couse	
  odor	
  and	
  health	
  problems	
  in	
  the	
  home
• Contaminate	
  stormwater drains,	
  sewers,	
  drainage	
  ditches,	
  and	
  
surface	
  water
• Not	
  only	
  destroy	
  your	
  home	
  and	
  property,	
  but	
  your	
  neighbors	
  as	
  well.	
  	
  
• Common	
  causes	
  of	
  tank	
  spills	
  include	
  corrosion,	
  overfills,	
  support	
  
failure,	
  and	
  sudden	
  accidents	
  such	
  as	
  ice	
  or	
  snow	
  falling	
  or	
  
earthquakes.	
  	
  



This	
  old	
  tank	
  was	
  replaced	
  after	
  one	
  of	
  my	
  inspections.	
  	
  You	
  
could	
  see	
  water	
  marks	
  on	
  the	
  bottom,	
  and	
  a	
  poor	
  tank	
  stand.



Some	
  educational	
  brochures	
  that	
  are	
  found	
  
outside	
  my	
  office	
  in	
  Cordova	
  

Aboveground	
   Heating	
  Oil	
  
Tank	
  Inspection	
  Guide,
Home	
  Heating	
  Oil	
   Tank	
  
Education	
   Program,	
  

Home	
  Heating	
  Oil	
   Tank	
  
Installation	
  Guidelines,
Fuel	
  Out	
  – Fish	
  On!,	
  
Outboard	
  motors,	
  

Underground	
   Heating	
  Oil	
  
Tank	
  Inspection	
  Guide.

All	
  brochures	
   available	
  by	
  
ADEC.	
  	
  



Community	
  presentaion
by	
  John	
  Brown,	
  ADEC,	
  
and	
  myself	
  from	
  2011.

Shoreside Petroleum	
  
donated	
  to	
  one	
  lucky	
  
winner	
  50	
  gallons	
  of	
  
home	
  heating	
  oil.





2015	
  brochure/insert	
  that	
  was	
  distributed	
  in	
  
Cordova	
  to	
  boxholders



Home	
  Heating	
  Tank	
  
Partners
• Copper	
  River	
  Watershed	
  
Project
• City	
  of	
  Cordova
• Alaska	
  Department	
  of	
  
Conservation,	
  Sprill
Preparedness	
  and	
  Response
• ShoresidePetroleum

Other	
  awareness	
  
acheivements
• Home	
  heating	
  tank	
  danger	
  
articles	
  in	
  the	
  Cordova	
  Times	
  
and	
  the	
  NVE	
  newsletter
• Radio	
  announcements	
  
before	
  and	
  after	
  winter	
  to	
  
check	
  your	
  tank	
  (before	
  the	
  
snow	
  flies!)



Outreach	
  Tips

• Be	
  sure	
  to	
  use	
  careful	
  language	
  in	
  advertising!
• Many	
  people	
  who	
  heard	
  about	
  the	
  program	
  thought	
  they	
  were	
  
getting	
  FREE	
  TANKS,	
  not	
  free	
  TANK	
  INSPECTIONS!
• People	
  thought	
  they	
  were	
  getting	
  free	
  heating	
  oil
• Make	
  sure	
  you	
  specify	
  you	
  are	
  not	
  a	
  certified	
  home	
  heating	
  tank	
  
inspector,	
  that	
  you	
  are	
  there	
  to	
  provide	
  assistance
• Always	
  bring	
  a	
  checklist	
  on	
  an	
  inspection	
  and	
  make	
  the	
  owner	
  go	
  over	
  
it	
  with	
  you	
  so	
  they	
  know	
  how	
  to	
  do	
  it	
  in	
  the	
  future
• Always	
  bring	
  ADEC	
  brochures	
  to	
  leave	
  with	
  home	
  owners.



QUESTIONS?


